Anchored in the Truth Series
The Call to Courageous Witness

Acts 4:19-20 (NIV)
19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him?
You be the judges!
20. As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)
19. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20. and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Introduction

Peter and John stood before the Sanhedrin—the powerful council of their day—and refused to
yield their message to the pressure of popular opinion or political intimidation. They had seen
the risen Christ and heard His truth, and that experience created a holy compulsion within
them: they could not help but speak.

This is the essence of courageous witness—when one’s testimony becomes inseparable from
one’s identity. The Spirit within will not let you be silent while deception reigns in the streets.
The Church must reclaim that same apostolic boldness, not to be rude, but to be resolute—
declaring the truth of Jesus Christ with clarity, compassion, and conviction.

“We cannot help but speak what we have seen and heard!” — this is not
rebellion; it is revelation made public.

We are living in a time where truth is no longer treasured, and conviction is no longer
convenient. The winds of moral confusion are blowing across this nation. Darkness calls itself
light, and sin has been rebranded as “self-expression.” Yet in this age of shifting values and
spiritual compromise, God is still calling for courageous witnesses—men and women who will
stand when others bow, who will speak when others are silent, and who will love truth more
than they fear rejection.

Courage is not the absence of fear—it is the presence of faith that moves forward despite fear.
The same Spirit that filled Peter and John in the book of Acts now empowers the Church to
stand against the immoral movement of our times. While society bows to idols of comfort and
conformity, the Church must rise in boldness, proclaiming, “We cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard!” This is not a time for spiritual apathy or cultural surrender. It
is the hour of divine courage—the courage to witness, to disciple, and to declare that Jesus
Christ is still the only hope for a broken world.



Teaching Outline
1. Biblical Examples of Courageous Witness
e Peter and John refused to stop speaking about Jesus despite governmental threats
(Acts 4:19-20).
e The Great Commission commands every believer to make disciples of all nations
(Matthew 28:19-20).
e (God’s witnesses do not measure the danger—they measure the faithfulness of the One
who sends them.
“Obedience in the face of fear is the truest form of courage.”

2. Overcoming Fear and Apathy
e The Church has faced immorality before—in Rome, in Corinth, and in every age where
truth clashed with culture. Yet each generation of believers was called to stand firm.
e Instead of speculating about “end times,” focus on faithful living in these times.
The Church doesn’t need a louder echo of culture; it requires a clearer voice of
conviction.

3. Witness through Words and Actions

e Our witness is not merely what we say but what we show.

e Speak the gospel clearly, but live it righteously.

e Maintain Christlike conduct—even online. Social media can be a pulpit or a pitfall.
Avoid divisive, uncharitable language; let the fruit of the Spirit govern every post,
conversation, and response.

e (Courage means speaking truth in love—not in arrogance.

A courageous witness wins souls, not arguments.

4. Living as Salt and Light in Society
e Jesus calls believers to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16)—preserving moral truth
and illuminating God’s glory.
e Be a faithful witness in every vocation—at work, in school, in government, and in
sports.
e Make your family a mission field.
Families grounded in truth become the fortresses of faith for future generations.

Discussion Questions

1. What fears have kept you from sharing your faith openly, and how does Acts 4

encourage you to speak boldly?

2. What does being “salt and light” look like in today’s political and cultural climate?
How can we witness courageously without alienating those we are called to reach?
4. Which social or moral issues burden your heart most, and how can you partner with

others in the Church to address them through ministry?
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“When the world grows darker, that’s when the light of Christ shines brighter.”



